
SPECIAL
SALUTE

TO

Class
of 2015

With Red Sox great Pedro Martinez being
enshrined in Cooperstown Sunday, we offer a
week-long tribute to his Hall of Fame career

PAGES 9-10

NEWSPAPER
ADVERTISING

WORKS
ASK US HOW — 978-946-2000

Calendar........................4
Classified .................... 17
Comics ..........................21
Dear Abby ...................15
Editorial........................16

Essex ................................ 3
Fish landings.................. 5
Lottery............................. 5
Manchester..................... 3
Obituaries ....................... 5

Police................................4
Rockport.......................... 3
Taste.................................11
Sports .............................13
Wonderword................. 15

Today
High............4:04 a.m. ......... 4:32 p.m.
Low............. 10:11 a.m. ........10:37 p.m.

Tomorrow
High.......... 4:51 a.m............... 5:18 p.m.
Low.........10:57 a.m.............. 11:27 p.m.

Weather

Sunshine and pleasant.
High, 79°; low, 62°.

Forecasts: marine, Page 5;
extended, Page 22.

 Tides

INSIDE TODAY’S GLOUCESTER DAILY TIMES

WEDNESDAY, July 22, 2015

Serving Cape Ann

$1.00/$4.75 PER WEEK
HOME DELIVERED

Serving Cape Ann

SHOP LOCAL AND SAVE: COUPONS TO CAPE ANN BUSINESSES INSIDE

WWW.GLOUCESTERTIMES.COMNEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR

BOSTON — Lawmakers are
threatening to override Gov.
Charlie Baker’s budget cuts,
including one that guts fund-
ing for a program designed to
expand and support full-day
kindergarten.

Baker sliced more than $162
million from the $38.1 billion
budget he approved last week.
He vetoed 189 items earmarked
by lawmakers and reduced funds
for other programs.
Cuts included taking $17.6 mil-
lion from kindergarten grants,
leaving only $1 million in the
program. Lawmakers said that

will devastate cash-strapped
districts, forcing school officials
who depend on the money to
cut their own budgets to cover
costs.
“These cuts will have a sub-
stantial impact, especially in
gateway cities, and there’s going
to be a lot of pushback,” said Rep.
Linda Campbell, D-Methuen, a

member of the House Ways and
Means Committee.
She said House lawmakers will
send a letter to Baker this week
calling on him to restore the
funding, but she added that she
expects the Legislature to vote to
override Baker’s cuts.

Kindergarten cuts rile lawmakers
BY CHRISTIAN M. WADE

STATEHOUSE REPORTER

Gloucester will tap reserve money to pay for full-day class if needed

Heather Atwood just published a
cookbook with recipes from around the
world, and she never left the coast of
Massachusetts.
In her new cookbook “In CodWe Trust:
From Sea to Shore, the Celebrated Cuisine
of Coastal Massachusetts,” the Times’

Food for Thought col-
umnist serves up far
more than cod and
brings readers a cornu-
copia of recipes from
diverse cultures.
As immigrants began
to settle the colonies,
and later in the United
States, they brought

with them culinary treasures that continue
to be served up across the commonwealth.
The 306-page book with color photo-
graphs by Allan Penn features more than
150 recipes from places such as the islands
of the Azores in the Atlantic Ocean to the
northern climes of Scandinavia as well as
old Yankee recipes, and even the native
Wampanoag.
The book is categorized among regions
and cuisine from more than a dozen
coastal towns and regions, including Mar-
tha’s Vineyard, Nantucket, Cape Cod, the
South Shore, Marblehead, Salem, Beverly,
Cape Ann, and all the way from Essex to
Newburyport.

‘In Cod
We Trust’

Rockport writer
publishes recipes from
coastal Massachusetts

BY GAIL MCCARTHY
STAFF WRITER

See KINDERGARTEN, Page 7

Some signs at the GameStop
store tell visitors these days
that the store is moving, while
other hand-drawn signs indi-
cate it’s closing — which it’s
expected to do next week.
The shop’s closure will
bring the number of vacant
storefronts to seven at the
Gloucester Crossing shopping

plaza off Blackburn Circle.
But developer Sam Park is
talking of making a renewed
push to populate and build
more of the plaza as designed
with the new development
work to begin as soon as next
spring.
The first step forward will
involve the Texas-based
GameStop company. It is clos-
ing its store in the freestand-
ing building at the top of the

plaza’s own traffic circle but
has renewed its lease, accord-
ing to both Park and RMD
Inc., the real estate arm of
the Demoulas Market Basket
empire that manages and han-
dles leasing for the $35 million
plaza, which is still owned by
Sam Park & Co.
Jackie Smith, media rela-
tionsmanagerwith GameStop,
did not return calls seeking
comment on the Crossing

store’s status, but John Mat-
thews of RMD confirmed that
the company renewed its
lease and plans to use it for
a subsidiary company called
SpringMobile, which operates
a string of phone and commu-
nications stores in partnership
with AT&T. He did not provide
a time frame for the antici-
pated turn-around.

Repopulating the Crossing

BY RAY LAMONT
STAFF WRITER

Developer renewing push to fill Cape Ann’s biggest plaza

MIKE SPRINGER/Staff photo
The GameStop store in the troubled Gloucester Crossing shopping center has closed, to make way for a Spring Mobile phone store.

MIKE SPRINGER/Staff photo
Food writer Heather Atwood of Rockport has
written a cookbook that spotlights recipes
of coastal Massachusetts communities.

■Recipe for
Geno Mondello’s
Codcakes, page 11

Chief Flying Eagle’s
Corn Chowder

Strol l ing from Dock
Square over to High Street,
Rockport Cultural District
volunteer Jen Keough kept
up a steady stream of infor-
mation on the town’s his-
toric personalities and some
of its multi-generational
businesses such as Tuck’s
Candy, Bean and Leaf Cafe,
and The Ice Cream Store.

Exploring Rockport on foot

BY DIMITRA LAVRAKAS
STAFF WRITER

Walking tours
juxtapose town’s
past and present

Dimitra Lavrakas/Staff photo
Rockport Cultural District volunteer tour guide Jen Keough,
far right, talks about the history of the Scandinavian club
Spiran Hall with, from left, Robert Ranta, Judy Delahunty and
Susan Ranta on a free historical tour of downtown.

See CROSSING, Page 7

See ROCKPORT, Page 7

Shecelebrateswhat she calls
“little victories” that at times
seem likemiracles: he took six
steps with a walker, ate solid
food again, and last week, his
tracheotomywas removed.
Only 34, Rockport fire-
fighter Kris Junker, who has
asthma, was taken to Mas-
sachusetts General Hospital
nine weeks ago, suffering
from breathing problems
unrelated to his work.

“It was complications from
asthma, and it just snow-
balled out of control,” said
his wife, Jessica Junker.
“He’s alive solely because of
the team in Boston.
“I actually spent our sixth
anniversary praying next
to his bed,” she said. “I
advocated for him when he
couldn’t advocate for himself.”
“I haven’t seen a bill yet,”
she said, “but luckily, (we)
have great insurance.”

Rockport firefighter,
34, felled by illness

BY DIMITRA LAVRAKAS
STAFF WRITER

Courtesy photo
Rockport firefighter Kris
Junker has been hospitalized
nine weeks, faces a month of
rehab, and a month at home
before it can be determined if
he can return to work.

Fundraising cruise to help family

See JUNKER, Page 7

See ATWOOD, Page 8
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In Gloucester, school offi-
cials last month made several
cuts — including the elimina-
tion of six teaching positions,
a guidance job and a smatter-
ing of other staff slots — to
cover a deficit of more than
$806,000 between the initial
budget sought by the School
Committee, and the $38.9 mil-
lion allocated by City Council
for the coming school year.

At the city’s budget hear-
ing, Superintendent Richard
Safier and School Committee
Chairman Jonathan Pope
acknowledged that the $38.9
million figure was workable,
but warned that the schools
could be seeking more if,
among other factors, a pro-
jected $125,700 in state kin-
dergarten grant money fell
through.

Pope said Tuesday that the
Gloucester district is now
prepared to handle the loss
of most kindergarten grant
funds if necessary, adding that
the money could come from a
reserve revenue fund built
upon incoming school choice
dollars, among other sources.

“We’ve known it was ques-
tionable, so when we finally
reconciled our budget, we
did earmark some money to
cover that in case we didn’t
get it,” Pope said. “We had
said that, in a worst-case
scenario, if it doesn’t come
in, we would tap that reserve
— so if these cuts aren’t over-
ridden (by the Legislature),
that’s probably what we’ll
wind up doing.

“The bad thing about this
is that we in Gloucester have
had full-day kindergarten
for so long (since the early
2000s) that people think it’s
a given, and it’s not,” he said.

Only 11 states and the
District of Columbia man-
date full-day kindergarten,
according to the National
Conference of State Legis-
latures. Massachusetts isn’t
one of them.

Massachusetts districts
are required to offer a free
kindergarten program with
at least 425 hours of learn-
ing time a year — about 21/2
hours per day.

Some communities subsi-
dize their full-day kindergar-
ten programs, in some cases
with help from the state’s
grant program.

But the cost is beyond
many districts. Beverly,
Marblehead, Haverhil l ,
Andover and Newburyport
are among 65 districts in
Massachusetts that charge
parents tuition, ranging from
$995 to $4,650 a year, for full-
day kindergarten, accord-
ing to the Department of
Elementary and Secondary
Education.

Pope says he doesn’t fore-
see Gloucester going to a
tuition format.

“It’s only come up in ‘Well,
we’d never do that’ terms,”
he said of any kindergarten
discussion. “I’d be willing to
say that, as long as I’m on the
School Committee, I wouldn’t
consider it, and I don’t think
others would, either. But who
knowswhat lies in the future?”

At a press conference last
Friday, state Secretary for
Administration and Finance
Karen Lepore defended the
governor’s decisions.

She noted that the kinder-
garten funds were originally
meant to be used as start-
up money to help districts
switch to full-day kinder-
garten. But many districts
became dependent on the
money, she said, and the
state is basically subsidiz-
ing their kindergarten pro-
grams. Gloucester is among
those districts that uses the
grant money to fund some
kindergarten teaching posi-
tions, Pope confirmed.

State officials say that,
overall, the kindergarten
expansion program has
been successful. At least 87
percent of the state’s kinder-
gartners are now enrolled in
full-day programs, up from 29
percent in 2000. But money
for the expansion program
has dwindled from a high of
more than $23 million in 2010.

Former Gov. Deval Patrick
cut nearly $400,000 from the
grant program before leaving
office in January to help plug
a $329 million budget deficit.

Tom Scott, executive direc-
tor of the Massachusetts
Association of School Super-
intendents, said the associa-
tion is lobbying to restore the
$17.6 million.

“Given that local budgets
are so tight, the school dis-
tricts are going to have to
make some reductions in
programs, but there’s not
a lot of places they can cut
from without affecting stu-
dents,” Scott said.

Union leaders said they,
too, will fight to restore the
funding.

“We believe that signifi-
cantly more money, not less,
is needed to make sure all
children have access to high-
quality, affordable education
and care in their early year,”
said Barbara Madeloni, pres-
ident of the Massachusetts
Teachers Association. “We’ll
be urging legislators to over-
ride the governor’s veto.”

Baker administration
officials point out that he
increased Chapter 70 fund-
ing, which covers a range of
education costs, in his 2016
budget package.

But legislative leaders have
blasted Baker’s choices else-
where — including a $5.25
million cut in University of
Massachusetts funding and
$500,000 from a preschool
expansion program — say-
ing the cuts jeopardize initia-
tives across the state.

“We have serious concerns
about many of the governor’s
vetoes, particularly related
to education, where he has
cut programs ranging from
early childhood to colleges
and universities,” Senate
President Stanley Rosenberg
said in a statement.

“Given the increasing
importance of education in
closing the income gap and
giving kids a decent chance
in a highly competitive econ-
omy, cuts to these programs
are short-sighted at best,”
he said.

KINDERGARTEN:Budget
slashes $17.6million
fromexpansion grants
� Continued from Page 1

When the new store
opens, it will join 10 other
businesses in the Crossing
complex, which remains
anchored by Market Basket
and Marshalls, which opened
the entire plaza in September
2009. Others include Home-
town Ace Hardware and The
Dollar Store in the same
wing as Marshalls; Petco,
Olympia Sports, a Verizon
phone store, Sally Beauty
supply, and Great Clips hair
salon in the northern wing,
and Charlie’s Cape Ann
Liquors, which holds up the
freestanding central building
that has included GameStop
and previously housed a Five
Guys eatery, which pulled
out in September 2012.

Aside from GameStop,
however, there remain six
“for lease” signs — for a
vacancy rate of more than
35.3 percent.

“We had been battle-
scarred by the 2009 econ-
omy,” said Park, who opened
Gloucester Crossing, the
city’s first large-scale shop-
ping plaza, that September
in the midst of a national
economic crash. “But, where
other (development compa-
nies) lost, we’re still stand-
ing, and now as the economy
is strengthening, we’re going
forward.”

That’s on the heels of
other setbacks that beset the
Crossing from the start —
such as the pullout of Staples
office stores before the proj-
ect was built, and the loss
of Five Guys, which cost the
Crossing its only food outlet
and came amid charges that
owners had been “misled” by
promises of a built-in hotel
clientele.

Park said he’s looking
again to build on a pad
alongside the Petco store at
the northwest corner of the
plaza, and hoping to fill other
shops and perhaps add more
retail space to the site once
designated for a hotel and
a 99 Restaurant, located to
the driver’s left as he or she
turns up the plaza’s main
driveway toward its traffic
rotary.

Park said that doesn’t
mean residents or officials
should look for a hotel or
assisted-living center, both
part of the initial Crossing
plans that he and others
put forward. The develop-
ment of the Beauport Hotel
Gloucester downtown led
Park’s company to allow
its hotel building permit to
expire, and changes within
the assisted living facil-
ity industry have likely put
the kibosh to that proposal,
though Sam Park & Com-
pany still own the land that

was to house it, he said.
“We have had the ability

to wait,” Park said, “and
now we have the ability to
go forward.”

By many counts, the plaza
already draws significant
traffic.

Colleen Beauregard —
assistant vice-president the
TJX Companies Inc., which
owns Marshalls and T.J.
Maxx, among others — said
the chain does not break
out individual store records
regarding sales or volumes,
however the Marshalls store
is Gloucester Crossing’s lon-
gest-standing tenant.

Also, Peter Sauchuk, direc-
tor of the Gloucester Cross-
ing Market Basket, said his
store continues to show
gains even in the wake of last
year’s corporate and labor
dispute that cut into the gro-
cery’s business by more than
90 percent.

Jay Smith, who owns
Hometown Ace Hardware
at the plaza as well as Smith
Ace Hardware in Rockport,
said he’d love to see more of
Gloucester Crossing’s shops
filled.

“It’s been fine for us; it’s
been good, and certainly the
location is a good location,”
Smith said. “But I’d like to
see more businesses there.
Certainly, a good, healthy,
tenanted shopping center is

good for all of the tenants, all
the businesses. If there was
a dress shop, for example,
then people who came to the
dress shop might see our
hardware store, remember
they need to pick up some-
thing here as well. That’s
how it works.”

Park said that’s how he
hopes it will work in the
months and years ahead.
He said he and his company
have drawn “a lot of interest”
in some of the open store-
fronts, but that he wants to
try to stabilize leases that
will keep businesses in the
plaza for more than just a
year or two.

“For us, it’s not been a real
issue of finding tenants, but
finding the right tenants,” he
said, adding that he would
like to include stores featur-
ing fashion, among other
genres.

“We have 150,000 square
feet built, now we have
another 50,000 to add,” he
said, “and, even though we’ve
held back, the truth is, we’ve
been fortunate to be able to
take a long-term perspective.

“Now,” he said, “we’re
looking now to go forward
again.”
Staff writer Ray Lamont

can be reached at 978-
675-2705, or via email at
rlamont@gloucesterdtimes.
com.

CROSSING:Developer renewspush to fill plaza
� Continued from Page 1

Skirting the backside of
the port, Keough pointed
out the town’s No. 1 archi-
tectural gem, Motif No. 1, one
of the most painted buildings
in America, and talked about
Rockport’s shipbuilding
days. While the shipbuilding
industry has faded, the sce-
nic light and vistas attracted
a large colony of artists that
today are the backbone of
the economy, she said.

Keogh was leading one of
the free daily tours being
offered of the cultural dis-
trict, all led by dedicated
volunteers. As the tourists
walked on Mount Pleasant
Street on their way from the
square to High Street, they
passed a small white house
with blue shutters, the home
of Hannah Jumper, near the
corner of Atlantic Avenue.

Fittingly, the day’s tour
coincided with the anni-
versary of the famous anti-
liquor march of July 1856
when the 75-year-old Jumper
led a group of women in
destroying liquor barrels
with hatchets. Rockport
became a dry town, and it
was until 2005, when voters
approved of the sale of alco-
hol in restaurants.

Heading up High Street,
the first paved road in
Rockport, the group paused
in front of the Caleb Nor-
wood Home, who made his
remarkable fortune by find-
ing pirate gold at Folly Cove. 

“It was one of the grandest
homes when Rockport was
becoming a town,” Keough
said.

Rounding the corner at
School Street and Broadway,
Spiran Hall marks where an
immigrant population had
a lasting effect on the town.
A Scandinavian organiza-
tion, it was founded in 1906
as a Swedish service group.
Today, anyone can join.

Behind the hall, lining
Broadway, are the homes
built for the workers at the
Annisquam Cotton Mill that
produced canvas for the sail-
ing ships.

Up School Street and
alongside of the First Con-
gregational Church of
Rockport, Keough had every-
one look at the replica can-
nonball lodged in the side
of the steeple. A round hit
the steeple during the War
of 1812 when the church bell
rang out a warning to resi-
dents that the British were
offshore. The real one is dis-
played inside the church.

Across the street, the
Shalin Liu Performance
Center sits where once was
the Madras Shop; the hall
attracts musicians from all
over, and brings music lov-
ers to listen from all over the
North Shore.

Literary interests collide
on Main and Jewett streets
with the old Carnegie
Library, now a private home,
facing Toad Hall Bookstore,
a non-profit organization
that uses its profits to sup-
port environmental causes.
And just down the street,
Brothers Brew Coffee Shop
donates its tips to support
Toad Hall.

“Most of the early set-
tlers and soldiers from the
French and Indian War, the
Revolutionary War and the
War of 1812 are buried here,”
Keough said of the 1732 Old
First Parish Burying Ground
across from Front Beach.

And that little building
at its entrance? If you peek
inside through the salt-
stained window, there’s
a horse-drawn hearse on
display. The building was
restored by the Rotary Club
of Rockport in 2004.

Keough said she likes it
when residents and for-
mer residents take the tour

because they contribute
memories or suggest new
material for the volunteer
leaders to incorporate.

“The Rockport Art Associ-
ation building was a tavern,”
she said.

Robert Ranta, who grew
up in Rockport but now lives
in New Jersey, remembers
as a teen attending dances
at the art association, with
the art still hanging on the
walls. He said he thought
that wondrous.

The tours, which are 45
to 60 minutes long, run
seven days a week, rain or
shine, and leave from Dock
Square at 10 a.m.  Peggy
Coonley created the walk,
researched the script and
led familiarization walks
for all the guides. They are
Susan Arsenault, Karen
Berger, Peggy Coonley,
Susan Crown, Amy Fager-
lund, Jen Keough, Rosemary
Pillarelli, Scott Tubby and
Leslie Wind.

While the guides follow a
script, each tour may slightly
different depending on the
guide and what the tourists
are most interested in.
Dimitra Lavrakas may be

contacted at 978-675-2708,
or dlavrakas@gloucester-
times.com.

ROCKPORT:Walkingtours juxtaposepast,present
� Continued from Page 1

Still, one income for such a
long time is “scary,” Jessica
Junker said of her paycheck.
“I used up all of my vacation
and sick time to stay with
him as long as I could.”

Kris Junker grew up in
Ipswich, but as soon as he
graduated from high school,
he joined the Rockport Fire
Department — it’s what he
always wanted to do, his wife
said. He has served 16 years
on Rockport’s Engine No. 1
downtown on Broadway.

Now Kris Junker’s fellow
firefighters are coming to the
couple’s aid. The Rockport
Firemen’s Association is ask-
ing the public for support;
donations for the Junkers
may be sent to the associa-
tion P.O. Box 2, Rockport,
MA 01966.

Steve Abell of the Rockport
Fireman’s Association said
Kris Junker, like most of the
volunteer firefighters, makes
about 14 cents an hour when
the yearly stipend of about
$2,100 is figured over the
number of fires volunteers
respond to.

Profits from the Fire
Department Sandy Bay
Engine Co. No. 1’s annual
fundraiser, which usually

support the Sheldon Knowles
Scholarship, this year will
instead go to the Junk-
ers. Tickets for “Aboard
the Hurricane II,” a sunset
Gloucester Harbor cruise
on Aug. 1, at 7 p.m., are $25
in advance or $30 at the
dock. The boat leaves from
Rose’s Wharf, 415 Main St.
in Gloucester, and there will
be snacks, a DJ, raffles, and
a cash bar on board. Tickets
are on sale at Sandy Bay
Service Center, 245 Main St.

in Rockport, or by calling
508-284-1967.

“The firemen’s association
is a non-profit and we have a
relief fund, but I don’t believe
we’ve ever dealt with any-
thing like this,” Abell said.
“I don’t believe we’ve ever
asked the community for
something like this.”

Now facing a month of
rehabilitation at Spaulding
Rehab Hospital, once dis-
charged Kris Junker will
spend another month at
home before it’s determined
if he can return to work.

He went into Massachu-
setts General weighing 186
pounds and had dropped to
141 pounds when transferred
to Spaulding. And along with
weight, the firefighter lost
muscle, which rehab will
rebuild.

He has had three opera-
tions, all abdominal, his wife
said, with another one in the
future.

Jessica Junker said her hus-
band is a very private person,
who she thinks will be upset
when he learns about the
appeal for money to help the
couple through this ordeal.

“The guys here have been
amazing,” Jessica Junker
said, “I have the best fire
department family I could

ask for. They always say
what a brotherhood the fire
department is and it really
shines through.”

Abell said Jessica also
pitches in with anything the
department needs — taking
photos, getting food, getting
drinks at fires. 

“Wherever I’m needed, I
chip in. I love it, and I know
he loves it,” Jessica Junker
said of her husband.
Dimitra Lavrakas may be

contacted at 978-675-2708,
or dlavrakas@gloucester-
times.com.

JUNKER:Firefighters setup fund foroneof their own
� Continued from Page 1

HOW TO HELP
Donations to help pay Kris

Junker’s medical bills may be
made to The Rockport Fire-
men’s Association, P.O. Box 2,
Rockport, MA 01966.
Or buy a ticket for Fire

Department Sandy Bay Engine
Co. No. 1’s annual fundraiser,
“Aboard the Hurricane II,” a
sunset Gloucester Harbor cruise
on Aug. 1, at 7 p.m. Tickets are
$25 in advance or $30 at the
dock when the boat leaves
Rose’s Wharf, 415 Main St. in
Gloucester. There will be snacks,
a DJ, raffles, and a cash bar on
board. Tickets are on sale at
Sandy Bay Service Center, 245
Main St. in Rockport, or by call-
ing 508-284-1967.

www.gloucestertimes.com
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